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Brief activity description

International Women’s Day is a worldwide event that celebrates women’s achievements — from the political to the
social — while calling for gender equality. It has been observed since the early 1900s and is now recognized each
year on March 8. In 1910, a woman called Clara Zetkin — leader of the ‘women’s office’ for the Social Democratic
Party in Germany — tabled the idea of an International Women’s Day. She suggested that every country should
celebrate women on one day every year to push for their demands and for that cause the international community of
Women living with HIV Eastern Africa with the funding from Commonwealth Foundation took his opportunity to
celebrate the day in Mukono District with the women living with HIV but also engaged the newly elected leaders in
Mukono district in a dialogue were women living with HIV presented their needs and priorities that they felt that
were very important to them as we are transiting from the MGDs to Sustainable development goals ( SDGs).

The 2016 theme is “Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step It Up for Gender Equality”. The idea is to accelerate the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development which was formally adopted by world leaders at a 2015 UN summit. It focuses
on reducing poverty, hunger and disease, gender equality.

I n Uganda this day was celebrated under the theme - Women’s Economic Empowerment; A Vehicle for sustainable
Development” and ICWEA commemorated it under theme > A Gender Equal Planet Starts with meaningful
inclusion of Women Living with HIV in Decision Making in Mukono District Board room.

IORAIES WOMEN'S
-
G hd DAY 2016
A Gender Equal Planet starts with
| Meaningful T
| Living with H

A Member of ICWEA in Mukono Presenting the needs and priorities of Women of living with HIV in as
statement for International Women’s Day

Objectives of the Activity
Increase the number of women living with HIV that participate in national advocacy foras; and convincingly
articulate their needs and priorities on behalf of others.

Output /Deliverable (Include gender where applicable) share photographs and any other documentation were
possible.
o ICWEA facilitated 39women living with HIV and 6 staff and 10 Policy Makers at the District,


http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/international-womens-day
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/post-2015
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/post-2015
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Sarah Makumbi of the Women Council (The third one sited on the second front row from left) graced the
Women Day Celebrations organized by ICWEA and standing and sited are some of the women who attended
the function.

Issues Arising: (include popular quotes, saying and voices from the members present

In the opening remarks made by the District Chairpersons he thanked the ICWEA team for the good work done in
empowering WLHIV in Mukono District. Looking at Mukono specially the fishing communities where the HIV
prevalence at 19%. He also stressed out the issue of poor policy implementation by the government that has lead to
S0 many government programmes to collapse.

He also urged government to increase health sector budget to improve and address HIV prevention approaches.

He further added that there was need to address the issue of behavior change in adolescents in Mukono were the
prevalence of HIV is getting higher every day in young girls and most of these girls are engaged in Karaoke dancing
and selling sex.

He continued by saying that Women in Mukono face Gender Based Violence but they have not come out to say that
their rights are being violated in any or other and among the issues that was causing this was do with poverty,
Polygamy , HIV disclosure especially were partner tests first Among others.

Lastly he said the issue of Defilement, rape and Cross generational sex was hitting Mukono, however as the district
they were planning to organize meeting and trainings at the sub county level to also empower women and the youth
socially and economically.
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The District Vice Chairperson (Kiggundu Musa) addressing WLHIV during the Function

The District Community Development officer in her remarks thanked ICWEA for organizing the function and urged
Women to get organized, form up an organization so that they can access and embrace government programmes like
CDD which was available but women were not taking up this opportunity.

She further requested ICWEA to empower more women to be able go to districts and demand to know what the
government programmes entails because they are missing out on all of things.

Challenges

As a district they are facing a lot challenges especially when implementing government programmes since they have
to follow a lot of protocol for things to be approved thus leading to delay in implementation.

Sometimes Budgets are cut especially the funds allocated to the Health sector ie PHC fund for financial 2014/2015
and this affects health service delivery.

Recommendations:
Recommendations from the District Chairperson;
Government should in increase on the Budgets allocated to the district.

Government should also change in the way polices are being implemented.

Agreed way forward/specific action, by who and when:
The District Chairperson in closing remarks said that the district was planning to come up with the strategy of
training Women and Youth in social, economic aspect.
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Appendix 1: Attendance list for world
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Appendix 2: ICWEA’s World Tuberculosis Day Poster
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Appendix 3: ICWEA’s International Women’s day Statement 2016

Ensuring a gender - equal planet for women and girls living with HIV

March 8, 2016

Kampala:

The International Community of Women Living with HIV Eastern Africa (ICWEA) joins the rest of
the world to celebrate the International Women’s Day. On this day, we commit to breaking barriers
to women'’s access to gender equality, dignity, fairness, and quality health care services and to pursue
justice and inclusion.

As we commemorate this day, we celebrate the many achievements women and girls living with HIV
have attained over the years. We celebrate the courage and determination aimed at improving the
quality of life as well as securing the rights of women living with HIV.

The Global theme Pledge for Parity challenges us but also encourages and calls for increased
advocacy for women living with HIV. This is needed to achieve the women and girls” ambitions,
accelerate gender-balanced leadership, respect and value difference created by the HIV epidemic in
all aspects of women’s lives,
We also embrace the United Nations 2016 theme, Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step It Up for Gender
Equality which calls for efforts to be directed towards attaining worldwide gender equality by 2030.
This means that young women and girls receive equal treatment and are not discriminated against
based on their gender. It means enjoying the same rights and opportunities across all sectors of
society, including health, education economic participation and decision-making, and that our
aspirations and needs are equally valued and favored.

The theme also asks governments to make and follow through with national commitments to address
the challenges that are holding women and girls back from reaching their full potential. Both themes
are in line with the sustainable Development Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all
women and girls.

For us women and girls living with HIV, a gender equal planet means;

Access to comprehensive care and treatment: Over the three decades of the AIDS epidemic.
Women continue to be the face of the epidemic. Globally, there are 16 million women aged 15 years
and older living with HIV; 80% live in sub-Saharan Africa. And yet worldwide, about 60% of people
living with HIV do not access antiretroviral therapy.

The fact that women account for more than half of the population of people living with HIV means, a
high number of women and girls are not accessing ART, there is therefore need for our East African
Governments and all those in high burden countries to increase health factor funding to meet the
World Health Organization recommendation of a minimum of 50USD per person per year as
expenditure on health to be able to meet these care and treatment needs.

Equal sexual and reproductive health and rights: A report disseminated last year by ICWEA
titled Violations of sexual and reproductive health rights of women living with HIV in clinical
settings found that women living within Uganda are forced and coerced in sterilization. Similar cases
have been reported in Kenya and some women have sued the centres at which they were sterilized.
Some women and girls living with HIV have been forced to abort.

Women living with HIV should enjoy their full sexual and reproductive Health rights. They should
also be supported to make informed decisions about their reproductive health including; the number
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of children to have. Access to all comprehensive sexual reproductive health information will enable
them to exercise these rights.

For equal sexual and reproductive health, women and girls should also speak out whenever their
rights are being abused instead of suffering in silence.

Favourable policies, laws and legal environments: In many parts of the world, countries including
those in the East African region, HIV laws or bills that criminalize people living with HIV have been
developed. While there is no public health evidence that the criminalization of HIV is effective at
ending the spread of HIV, there is glaring evidence that it has potential to up root decades of efforts
to end the epidemic in the region.

The negative impacts of this are greater on women than their male counterparts. Some of the clauses
in the HIV Laws infringe on the rights of women and girls living with HIV. Such laws fuel stigma
and discrimination, discourage women from seeking diagnosis and treatment out of concern for their
privacy or negative social repercussions and for fear of being caught up by the law. As this happens,
HIV incidences will escalate.

There should therefore be amendment of HIV Laws that will undo the work done to end the
epidemic. Laws and policies that disrespect the confidentially of women and girls living with should
be reviewed, recalled and abolished. Laws that take into account Sexual Reproductive Health Rights
needs and priorities of women living with HIV should be adopted.

Meaningful inclusion in decision making at all levels: Our lived experiences as women living with
HIV, have taught us that to attain gender inequality, women and girls living with HIV have to be at
the forefront of decision making processes in issues that affect their lives. That is why ICWEA
advocates for institutional and technical capacity building of women and girls living with HIV. This
will enable them influence policies, programmes and budgets and put them in position to
meaningfully participate in decision making at various levels, including district, national and
international. Women’s inclusion is the key to improved quality health service delivery for us.

These issues are further prioritized in the ICWEA one year campaign; A beat to end sexual
reproductive health rights violations, HIV criminalization and widening of contraception choices and
options for women living with HIV

As we commemorate this day, we continue to stand with our members in the Republic of Burundi
during this period of continued unrest. For women and girls living with HIV in Burundi, life is more
complicated because in addition to the general challenges and problems faced as people living with
HIV, they have to worry about their lives and what the next day will bring.

The community of women living with HIV calls upon our governments and policy makers to create
an environment that will ensure gender equality, dignity, fairness and provision of quality health care
services

ICWEA’s International Women’s Day activities are done with support from the Commonwealth
Foundation under the project titled Partnership with women living with HIV in improving health
service delivery and accountably in 14 districts in Uganda.
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Agenda;
Programme for Women’s day in Mukono District Responsible
Person
9:00am Avrrival and Registration ICWEA
9:15am Prayers Volunteer
9:30am National Anthem , HIV Anthem All
10:00am Welcoming Remarks District Chairperson
Health Break
11:00am Brief about ICWEA ICWEA
11:30am Women’s Day Statement ICWEA
12:00noon Testimony or Success story ICWEA member
1:00pm Speeches Newly elected leaders
1:30pm Speech by the chief guest Woman Member of
Parliament
2.00 Closure of function and Departure/ Logistics ICWEA
List of Participants
NAME ORGANISATION NUMBER EMAIL
1.NGOBI SAMUEL RED CROSS SOCIETY 0789907644 Stevenbits90@gmail.com
2.SARAH MAKUMBI LOCAL COUNCIL 0772465015 Sarahmakumbi2014@gmail.com
3.NANTONGO AGNES ICW MUKONO 0776959623
4.NAKAMYA SARAH ICW MUKONO 0755924296
5.NABAKOZZA .J. ICW MUKONO
6.NALUBWAMA JANE ICW MUKONO
7.NANYONJO ANNET ICW MUKONO 0787367907
8. MUKAKULWA .G. ICW MUKONO 0752220843
9.JONATHAN MUKOSE DCAO MUKONO 0772969029 Caomukono@yahoo.com
10.KIYAGA.R.HARDSON DIST. COUNSELLOR MKN 078834788 Hardsonrooks@gmail.com
11.KIGUNDU MUSA DIST.VICE C/PERSON 0772656916 kiggundumusa@gmail.com
12.BABIRYE MOLLY ICW MUKONO 0751917885
13.KULUSUMU LOYCE ICW MUKONO 0775471833
14.NAKAWUNGU GLADYS | LDC MUKONO 0777274219
15.NANVUMA JENEFER MDL MUKONO 0703899538 Jane675@gmail.com
16.NALUBADE ROSE MUKONO DIST 0776591716 rosegwa@yahoo.com
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17.NANKINGA LILLIAN MDCL [COMMUNITY] 0754335323 Lillymukibi@gmail.com
18.NALUGONDA MARY C.0.U HOSPITAL 0704621540

19.KOMUGISHA SARAH M.C.0.U HOSPITAL 0703444473

20.NAMUTEBI HANIFER MALGI[CBS] 0704158189 Namubiruhnfh69@gmail.com
21.SEBIDDE ZAINA MDLGI[CBS] 0752655387 zainasebi@yahoo.com
22. MUWUMUZA .A. MDLG[FINANCE] 0774947500

23.NAKINTU JUSTINE ICW

24.CHANDIRU BETTY ICW

25.NAMUBIRU ANNET ICW 0772457010

26.NAMAYANJA GRACE WOMAN COUNCILLOR 0772391111

27.NAMUKASA JACKIE ICW 070015504

28.KIZITO MUGERWA MDLG.PAS 0777791864 Rkmugweral010@gmail.com
29.SIR.KATUNBA SARAH MDLG, ASS DHO 0752657582 dhomukono@gmail.com
30.NAKIRYE HALIMA KYETUME ICW

31.AMPEWE CHRISTINE MUKONO DLG 077210702, Kampawe@yahoo.com
32.NANTONGO PROSSY MUKONO 0773123675

33.NAKATO ZAINA MUKONO 0782119749

34.NALUNGA NUSULA MUKONO 0701280583

35.NAKAZY JULIET MUKONO 0705993707

36.NALUKENGE LAMULA ICW MUKONO 0777788446

37.NANKYA BETTY MUKONO 0789177008

38.ZALWANGO SARAH ICW MUKONO 0773537267 Arcu.an@gmail.com
39.BIRAGAYI| CATHERINE MUKONO 0752933443

40.NAKIBERU LYDIA MUKONO 0782083220

41.NAMUTEBI ALICE MUKONO 0772319859

42.NASSUNA FLORENCE MUKONO 0775183572

43.NAKYANZ| PROSSY ICW MUKONO 0781681502

45.NAGGITA MAGRET MUKONO 0784732714

46.KAYAGA ANNET MUKONO 0753948213

47.NAMUSOKE RONA MUDNET 0772540911 namusoke@yahoo.com
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48.NAMUSOKE CHARLSE COUNSELLOR 0772349566 cmusoke@yahoo.com
49.ANNIE BAGUMA WOMAN COUNCILOR 0787809293
50.NALULE PAULINE MUDNET 0772577484
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